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I_ ARCH'E “The secret of L’Arche is relationship: meeting people, not through the filters of certitudes,
USA ideologies, idealism or judgments, but heart to heart; listening to people with their pain, their
joy, their hope, their history; listening to their heart beats.” (Jean Vanier, founder of L'Arche)

L’Arche USA is part of the international federation of L’Arche communities/organizations in which
people with disabilities and assistants (volunteers and employees) choose to live and work
together. The Mission of L’Arche is:

% To make known the gifts of people with developmental disabilities, revealed through
mutually transforming relationships;

% To foster an environment in community that responds to the changing needs of our
members, while being faithful to the core values of our founding story; and

%+ To engage in our diverse cultures, working together toward a more human society.

L'Arche began in France in 1964 when Jean Vanier, inspired by his friend and mentor Father Thomas
Philippe, invited two men with developmental disabilities to share a small home with him in Trosly-
Breuil, France. Having met them in an institution, Jean hoped that providing a warm and loving
home would have a significant impact on the lives of these men. He soon learned that sharing their
daily life together had a significant impact on each of them — a transformation of the heart.

From L'Arche's humble beginnings in a village north of Paris, L’Arche has now grown into an
international network of communities. Today, there are 136 L’Arche communities in 36 countries
throughout the world. There are 16 L’Arche communities and two formal projects (*) in the U.S.:

L’Arche Blue Ridge Mountains (VA) ¢ L’Arche Chicago (IL) ® L’Arche Cleveland (OH) e
L’Arche Clinton, The Arch (IA) e L’Arche Erie (PA) ® L’Arche Greater Washington D.C. ¢
L’Arche Harbor House (FL) ® L’Arche Heartland (KS) ¢ L’Arche Irenicon (MA) e L’Arche
Mobile (AL) ® L’Arche Nehalem (OR) e L’Arche Noah Sealth (WA) ¢ L’Arche Spokane (WA)
¢ L’Arche Syracuse (NY) e L’Arche Tahoma Hope (WA) ¢ L’Arche Wavecrest (CA) o
Friends of L'Arche - Atlanta (GA)* e Friends of L’Arche - St. Louis (MO)*

While its founding roots are in the Roman Catholic tradition, L’Arche has developed in many
cultures and religious traditions throughout the world, and has been called one of the most
significant lay ministries of our time. In 1997, Pope John Paul Il granted Jean Vanier the
International Paul VI Award. In recognizing Jean’s work, Pope John Paul |l stated, “On the path it
has followed for more than 30 years...L’Arche has become a providential seed of the civilization of
love.” Jean Vanier has received numerous other awards, including the French Legion of Honor,
Companion of the Order of Canada, the Rabbi Gunther Plaut Humanitarian Award 2001, and the
2006 Chicago Catholic Theological Union’s “Blessed are the Peace-Makers” Award.

L’Arche USA is part of the international structures that support L’Arche communities in living the
mission of L’Arche at the local level. L’Arche USA and its regional offices support local L’Arche
communities in recruitment of assistants and volunteers; trainings and retreats for L’Arche core
members, assistants and leaders; and technical assistance to enhance the internal capacity and
ensure quality of life in each community. L'Arche USA is incorporated as a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
organization.



Joan Mahler, Zone Coordinator
L’Arche USA

1130 SW Morrison Street, # 230
Portland, OR 97205

(503) 282-6231
joanm@Iarcheusa.org
andrew@Iarcheusa.org

Western U.S. Region

Susan Mitchell, SNJM, Community Leader
L’Arche Nehalem

435 SE 85th Avenue

Portland, OR 97216

(503) 251-6901
mail@larche-portland.org
www.larche-portland.org

Gerry Scully, Community Leader
L’Arche Noah Sealth

P.O. Box 22023

Seattle, WA 98122-0023

(206) 325-9434
info@larcheseattle.org
www.larcheseattle.org

Lura Southerland, Acting Community Leader
L’Arche Spokane

703 E. Nora Avenue

Spokane, WA 99207

(509) 483-0438
larchespokane@earthlink.net

Stacy Cates-Carney, Community Leader
L’Arche Tahoma Hope

12303 36" Avenue, East

Tacoma, WA 98446

(253) 535-3178
info@larchetahomahope.org
www.larchetahomahope.org

David Martinson, Community Leader
L’Arche Wavecrest

P.O. Box 4789

Orange, CA 92863

(714) 923-1221
dave.martinson@Ilarchewavecrest.org
www.larchewavecrest.org
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(*) Emerging communities of L’Arche

Patty McNally
Regional Coordinator
Western U.S. Region
6205 NE Milton Street
Portland, OR 97213
(503) 288-8535
patty@Iarcheusa.org

L’Arche USA and Our Communities

Jo Anne Horstmann
Regional Coordinator
Central U.S. Region
1841-130™ Avenue
Wheatland, IA 52777
(563) 374-1871 (T)
joanne@larcheusa.org

Maria Zeimen, OSF
Asst. Regional
Coordinator

Central U.S. Region
5309 S. Neva Avenue
Chicago, IL 60638
(563) 249-2447 (T)

Anita Maroun, SC
Regional Coordinator
Eastern U.S. Region
1099 Old Broadway
Bedford, OH 44146
(440) 232-6942 (T)
amaroun@Iarcheusa.org

maria@larcheusa.org

Central U.S. Region

Keith Kalaukoa, Community Leader
The Arch

P.O. Box 0278

Clinton, IA 52732

(563) 243-9035

larchia@gwest.net

Alex Conroy, Community Leader
L’Arche Chicago

1400 S. Austin Blvd.

Cicero, IL 60804

(708) 795-1273
larchechicago@sbcglobal.net
www.larchechicago.org

Amy Finn-Schultz, Community Leader
L’Arche Harbor House

700 Arlington Road

Jacksonville, FL 32211-7306

(904) 721-5992
communityleader@bellsouth.net
www.larchejacksonville.org

Kathy Newham, Community Leader
L’Arche Heartland

P.O. Box 40493

Shawnee Mission, KS 66204

(913) 341-2265
heartland@larcheks.org
www.larcheks.org

Marty O’Malley, Community Leader
L’Arche Mobile

151 South Ann Street

Mobile, AL 36604

(251) 438-2094
larchmob@hotmail.com

personal.lig.bellsouth.net/l/a/larchmob/index.htm

Projects (*)

Janet Ryan, Friends of L’Arche - St. Louis
www.larchestlouis.org

Curt Armstrong, Friends of L’Arche — Atlanta
curt.armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org
www.friendsoflarcheatlanta.org

Eastern U.S. Region

Mark Russell, Community Leader
L’Arche Blue Ridge Mountains
P.O. Box 2242

Lynchburg, VA 24501

(434) 384-6300
larchebrm@ntelos.net
www.larchebrm.com

Becky Brady, Community Leader
L’Arche Cleveland

P.O. Box 20450

Cleveland, OH 44120

(216) 721-2614
office@larchecleveland.org

Vicki Washek, Community Leader
L’Arche Erie

3745 West 12th Street

Erie, PA 16505

(814) 452-2065
office@larcheerie.org
www.larcheerie.org

Swanna Champlin, Community Leader
L’Arche Irenicon

PO Box 1177

Haverill, MA 01831

(978) 374-6928
office@larcheirenicon.org
www.larcheirenicon.org

Peggy Harper, Community Leader
L’Arche Syracuse

1232 Teall Avenue

Syracuse, NY 13206

(315) 479-8088
larchesyracuse@cnymail.com
www.larchesyracuse.com

John Cook, Community Leader
L’Arche Greater Washington D.C.
2474 Ontario Road, NW

Washington, DC 20009

(202) 232-4539
community@larchewashingtondc.org
www.larchewashingtondc.org



